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ACTION EUR-25 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ISO-OO CIAE-00 PM-07 INR-10 L-03 NEA-10 

NSAE-00 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 USIA-15 TRSE-00 

SAJ-01 SS-20 NSC-10 ACDA-19 10-14 COA-02 COME-OO 

DLOS-06 EB 11 INT-08 DODE-OO DRC-01 /182W 

066372 

R 241640Z OCT 73 
FM USMISSION NATO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2299 
INFO AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 

CONFIDENTIAL USNATO 5086 

E.O. 11652: GDS, 12-31-79 

TAGS: PFOR, NATO, LY 

SUBJECT: LIBYAN CLAIM TO GULF OF SIRTE 

REF: STATE 207934 

1. AT OCTOBER 23 POLADS DISCUSSION OF LIBYAN CLAIM OF GULF 
OF SIRTE AS INTERNAL WATERS PROTEST 

LIBYAN CLAIM AND RESERVE POSITION. AS IN PREVIOUS DISCUS- 
SION (USNAT04959), UK SUGGESTED NATO COUNTRIES "COOORDINATE" 

THEIR RESPONSES TO LIBYAN DECLARATION AND DIPLOMATIC NOTES. 

ITALIAN AND NETHERLANDS REPS AGREED THAT ALLIES SHOULD 
"HARMONIZE" THEIR RESPONSES. 

2. CANADIAN REP SAID OTTAWA DID NOT PLAN TO PROTEST THE 
LIBYAN CLAIM. SINCE THERE WERE MANY VIEWS AMONG THE ALLIES 
REGARDING TERRITORIAL WATERS, CANADA WAS OPPOSED TO COORDINATING 
NATO RESPONSES. NORWEGIAN REP SAID HIS GOVERNMENT VIEWED THE 
LIBYAN ACTION AS A VIOLATION OF INTERNATIONAL LAW, BUT 

HAD NOT YET DECIDED WHETHER OR HOW TO PROTEST. NORWEGIAN 
REFERRED IN PASSING TO PREVIOUS DISAGREEMENTS WITH UK 
OVER TERRITORIAL WATERS. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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3. FRG REP SAID HIS GOVERNMENT WAS PREPARING A NOTE TO 
LIBYA WHICH WOULD RESERVE THE FRG LEGAL POSITION. 

4. GREEK, TURKISH. BELGIAN, AND FRENCH REPS SAID THEIR 
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GOVERNMENTS HAD RECEIVED NOTES FROM LIBYA, BUT WERE STILL 
CONSIDERING THEIR POSITIONS. ICELAND WAS NOT REPRESENTED 
AT MEETING. 

5. U.S. REP DREW UPON REFTEL GIVING U.S. POSITION AND PLANS 
TO PROTEST, SAYING WE WOULD WELCOME SIMILAR PROTESTS BY 
OTHERS. BEARING IN MIND FYI PORTION OF REFTEL, HOWEVER, 

HE DID NOT REFER TO SUGGESTIONS ABOUT "HARMONIZATION" OR 
"COORDINATION" OF RESPONSES. COMMENT: GIVEN CANADIAN 
POSITION AND NORWAY'S AMBIVALENCE, "COORDINATION" LOOKS 
LIKE A NON-STARTER ANYWAY. END COMMENT. 

6. POLADS WILL DISCUSS THIS SUBJECT AGAIN NEXT WEEK. 
RUMSFELD 

CONFIDENTIAL 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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